Ladies and Gentlemen,?Allow me, in the first place, to express my profound appreciation of the honour your President has done me in inviting me to visit the illustrious University of Edinburgh, and to address an audience animated by the noble feelings of altruism which have in all times characterised your scientists and the people of Scotland.
It is with lively emotion that I visit this modern Athens, the country of Walter Scott and of so many personalities celebrated in all the manifestations of human intelligence. In welcoming me here so cordially you have wished, I feel sure, to testify to your love for my country which is united to yours by so many ties that link our souls, and you may have wished also, in this the Centenary of Pasteur, to honour one of the disciples of the master to whom humanity owes so many benefits. I thank you for your kindness.
Sir Robert Philip has made me hope that you would gladly listen to a short exposition of the present state of our knowledge regarding immunity against tuberculous infection. I therefore pass at once to the subject which occupies the attention of the bacteriologists of every nation in the civilised world.
After his demonstration of the specific character of the tuberculous virus and its inoculability to different animal species, Villemin, finding it difficult to transmit tuberculosis to the dog, the cat, and the sheep, was the first to raise the question whether animals existed which were non-sensitive to this disease.
Later, after the discovery of the tubercle bacillus by Robert Koch, we learned that almost all the mammalia could be artificially infected, but that a small number of species had the grim privilege of contracting tuberculosis spontaneously, and that some others were so highly resistant as to be immune even to artificial inoculation. 
